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Events Coming Up . 

· CCM General Meet-
ing, March 3, 7:00 
PM. 

· CCM Board Meeting, 
March 17, 7:00 PM. 
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On The Inside 

�
Guest Speaker at March Meeting 
The March meeting will have quest 
speaker Bill Millard who will give a pres-
entation on Walter P. Chrysler and the 
Chrysler building. Bill is the “Dean of 
Instruction” for the Towe Auto Mu-
seum’s Docent training program and he is 
a graduate of the 1991 Docent class. 
Don’t miss this very interesting story 
about WPC and the Chrysler building. 
 
MOPAR Day In The Park 
While the clubs annual car show is not 
until June 27, work is underway by the 
club board members to assure another 
successful show.  On that same note, a 
Car Show Chairman is still needed. 
Please contact president Bob Berry if 
you would like to volunteer for this chal-
lenging but rewarding position.   
 
Club Ambassador Needed 
The club staff position of Ambassador is 
open. If you would like to volunteer for 
this position or find out more about the 
duties, contact President Bob Berry. 
 
A-body Barracuda sells for 
$220,000 at Barrett-Jackson 
Scottsdale 2009   
Built by the crew at West Coast Customs 
in honor of Boyd Coddington. Powered 
by a 6.1 Liter/500hp SRT8 HEMI with a 
727 TorqueFlite, dual custom exhaust 
and Magnum Force Mustang II front sub-
frame and suspension. Proceeds to bene-
fit the EAA Young Eagles.  
 
After building the Max HEMI and selling 
it for charity at Barrett-Jackson Scotts-
dale 2006, Boyd and his crew including 
Duane Mayer dreamed of making a faster 
and cooler car to make a difference in the 
lives of others. Out of that dream, the 
idea for the Coddington HEMI Barracuda 
was born. Boyd wanted it to be fast, mod-
ern and powerful. Boyd really wanted to 
"one-up" himself. Tragically, Boyd never 

 

saw his dream come to fruition as he 
passed before the project was off the 
drawing boards. Armed with a new rea-
son to create this car, Duane contacted 
the crew at West Coast Customs to finally 
make the dream a reality as homage to 
Boyd Coddington and his legacy. WCC 
embraced the project and along with 
Mark Holmes of Custom Rod Gauges, 
started the build of this one-of-a-kind 
masterpiece. They started with a 1967 
Barracuda sport hardtop and replaced the 
engine with a modern monster, the 6.1 
SRT8 HEMI engine. To maximize the 
nearly 500hp, they mated it to a 727 
TorqueFlight transmission along with 
dual custom exhaust, a Griffith radiator, 
and a Magnum Force Mustang II front 
sub-frame and suspension. It stops 
smoothly through Wilwood disc brakes 
with stainless brake/fuel lines and air-
craft-grade fuel/brake fittings. The eye 
appeal of this car is only something that 
the Coddington Team and the WCC crew 
could create. The exterior is done in two 
tone black paint with custom WCC grilles 
and moldings. It sits on Asanti wheels, 
19" in front and 20" in the rear, to give it 
the right stance. The interior is decked 
out with a custom dash and instrumenta-
tion from Custom Rod Gauges that com-
plement the custom, all black leather inte-
rior. Of course, it features a custom WCC 
stereo with 6.5 WCC Orion component 
speakers front and rear, 1600 watt WCC 
Orion mono block amp for the subs, 800 
watt PPI 4 channel amp for the highs, two 
10" 1600 watt WCC Orion sub-woofers, 
a Visualogic V-mod computer system, 
Kinetic 1400 battery, Sony 6.5 monitor, 
and custom fiberglass kick panels and 
rear sub box. Other modern conveniences 
like high volume air conditioning and 
heat make this a very comfortable car. In 
true Coddington and WCC style, the en-
tire build was filmed and documented on 
Discovery Channel's "Street Customs" 
TV show. Boyd's sons and his first wife 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Board of Directors 
 

President:   Bob Berry  (916) 925-0336 rdrnrbobberry@yahoo.com 
Vice President:  Rex Barnes   (916) 729-4367 rbigred300@netzero.net 
Treasurer:   John Leymaster (916) 962-2655 johnnycruise@comcast.net 
Secretary:   Gary Leymaster (916) 685-3546 moparman@surewest.net  
Membership:  Don Orescanin (707) 438-0134 orescad@yahoo.com 
Editor:   Michael Hess  (916) 973-1854 m_hess@msn.com  
Webmaster:   Norman Benedict (916) 985-8523 webmaster@capitalcitymopars.com 
Car Show:   Open 
Activities:   Greg Kern  (916) 791-4718 gregoryckern@yahoo.com    
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next meeting 
Tuesday, March 3 at 7:00 p.m. at the 

Towe Auto Museum, 2200 Front 
Street, Sacramento, CA..� 

Staff Members 

 

Property Manager:  Norm Benedict 

Ambassador:   (Open) 

Competition Director:  Michael Moore 

Historian:   Norm Benedict 

Legislative Director:  Robin Cole 

Publicity:   Norm Benedict 

Sales:    Mike Allen 

Sunshine Coordinator:  JoAnn Keear 

Sgt. At Arms   Michael Dziedzic 

What we’re all about 

Capital City Mopars (CCM) provides a place to share 
your enthusiasm and knowledge about Mopars and en-
joy the company of other Mopar enthusiasts.  CCM 
membership is open to anyone interested in Chrysler 
Corporation or American Motors vehicles who are 
eighteen years or older and have a valid drivers license. 
Annual membership dues are $36 for regular members 
and an additional $6 per co-member. One co-member is 
allowed for each regular member.  The co-member must 
reside in the same household and be eighteen years or 
older.  All members and co-members are required to 
participate as worker/chairperson in at least one function 
per year, and it is desired that, in addition, work at the 
annual car show. 
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submissions 

Articles written by members are not only welcome, they are 
vigorously encouraged.  The only requirement on the content 
of the articles submitted to the ��������� is that  it be 
automotive or Mopar related. Articles can be submitted on 3.5 
inch diskette or CD (saved in “text” or MS Word format ), e-
mailed to the editor or typed on paper and mailed to the club 
post office box or presented to the editor.  



           
 
 

 
 

 
 The Capital City Mopars is a proud member 
of  the Association of California Car Clubs 

and the Towe Auto Museum.                                                                                                       

were on hand and when they saw the 
car, they said "it was like he has 
been here building the car all along." 
Now all that is left to do is fulfill the 

(Continued from page 1) 

ultimate goal of this build -- 
sell it to enhance the lives of 
children across the country. 
The WCC Coddington 

HEMI Barracuda was sold to 
benefit the EAA's Young Ea-
gles Program. Chaired by Har-
rison Ford, the EAA Young 
Eagles program was launched 
to give young people the rare 
opportunity to experience fly-
ing in a general aviation air-
plane. All involved in this pro-
ject were honored to offer this 
one-of-kind custom to benefit a 
worthy cause and help enrich 
the lives of children.  
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CCM Products for Sale 

 Car Show Dash Plaques $1.00 

 Club Logo Patches  $3.00 

 CCM Hats   $15.00 

 CCM Decals   $1.00 

 CCM Cups (Members)  $4.00 

                   (Non-Members) $5.00 

 CCM Pins (Members)  $3.00  
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Note: Free car club member compli-
mentary passes to the Towe Auto 
Museum can be obtained from Presi-
dent Bob Berry or Treasurer John 
Leymaster. Passes can also be 
mailed with your newsletter when 
requested. 

Mopar Puzzler from Mopar Alley  
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March 2009 
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CCM General 
Meeting, 7 pm�

�� �� �� ��

	 Towe Auto 
Museum Swap 
Meet, 916-442-
6802 


� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���

��� ��� ��  
CCM Board 
Meeting, 7 pm 
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��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �	 All American 
Goodguys Get-
Together, Pleasan-
ton Fairgrounds, 
925-838-9876 

�
 All American 
Goodguys Get-
Together, Pleasan-
ton Fairgrounds, 
925-838-9876 
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For Sale 
Send in your ads or wants  
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I Love “A” Bodies- Part 1 
By Greg  Kern 

I really do.  What’s not to love?  
They were inexpensive and reliable.  
They lasted a long time and looked good 
doing it.  They were never considered 
“luxurious”.  Ricardo Montalban never 
touted fine Corinthian leather as one of 
the cars finer points.  These cars were 
basic, and maybe that’s why I’ve always 
liked them. 

In the 1960’s, Volkswagen was 
probably the biggest factor responsible for 
the creation of the domestic “compact” 
car market.  The Beetle was so simple, it 
made the 64 Valiant look like an Imperial.  
Ford had the Falcon, (then later the Mav-
erick) and Chevrolet had the Corvair and 

the Chevy II/Nova.  They all had their 
pluses and minuses, but since I’m a 
Mopar guy, I have a strong bias to-
ward Plymouths and Dodges. 

My first car was a 69 Dart, 
318 automatic, red with black interior.  
It had an appetite for alternators and 
starters and with my limited experi-
ence with cars, I sold it in July 1983 
for $900.  My second car was a 1976 
Dart Sport.  It was probably the nicest 
model sold that year – 318, A/T, A/C, 
P/S, P/B, sunroof, vinyl top and rally 
wheels.  I sold it when the front end 
needed a rebuild.  In my 26+ years of 
driving, I’ve owned 20 A Body cars in 
all.  Some were more reliable than 
others.  The ’73 Duster I used in my 

Discount with your CCM membership card 
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video movie still ranks as my favorite 
car ever.  It started out a 318 auto, rubber 
mat, manual steering strippo, but became 
a 360, bucket seat P/S, P/B triple black 
knockout when I sold it to buy an en-
gagement ring.  It was a smart move but 
I do miss that car. 

One 73 Dart had a rod knocking 
slant sick.  The motor ran quiet with the 
plug wire pulled from the bad cylinder, 
but rapped like a rock in a bucket with 
power to the plug.  A ’70 Dart I bought 
for $150 ran for 9 miles after throwing 
the fan/alternator belt.  After a cool 
down and a new belt, the 225 fired up 
and ran great.  How do you kill a slant 

(Continued on page 8) 
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10% Discount with your CCM membership card 

Wholesale prices with your CCM membership card 

CCM Members! 
Got a business? 

Provide a business card and it will be 
printed in the pages of ������	
� free!  

11366 Amalgam Way, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 
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six? 

The 318 gets no respect from 
the muscle guys, but to be fair, ma Mo-
par clearly never intended it to be a hot 
rod engine.  Most were 2 barrel, single 
exhaust smooth idling power plants.  
The 340 was the hero.  Ever wonder 
about what would happen if the 318 
had the 340 heads, carburetor, exhaust 
manifolds and camshaft?  Many 318s 
r a n  o v e r 
300,000 miles.  
Can you say 
that about the 
340? 

I cur-
rently own a 
few A-Body 

cars in 
v a r i o u s 
stages of 
repair and 
disrepairs.  
Over the 
last few 

(Continued from page 6) years I’ve noticed the inter-changeability 
of these cars.  I once put a ’68 Dart front 
end on a ’73 Dart Sport.  It looked like a 
factory effort and could have fooled eve-
ryone but a Mopar purist. 

My current 
project is a 
1974 A-Body 
I’ve named 
Frankenduster.  
I welded in a 
’70 taillight 

panel and put 
in a 71 hood 
and grille to 
make the car 
similar to a 
’71 Duster 
340.  It 
started as a 
slant six 
automatic with a 7 ¼ axle.  It now has a 
360, 4 speed and 355 8 ¾ axle with sure 
grip.  The body was repainted the factory 
color B-5 blue.  It should be a fun cruiser.   

 

New Advertiser 
CCM member Robert Solorzano has 
a business offering muscle car re-
placement sheet metal and a whole 
lot more. Check out his Purpose 
Built ad on page 6.  
 
Maxwell Classic Car Show 
Fellow CCM member Randy Wil-
son is holding his 12th Annual 
Maxwell Classic Car Show on May 
16, 2009 and is seeking some nice 
Mopars. It is open to all year  model 
cars and trucks. The show will be 
held in Maxwell, Ca from 11 AM to 
3 PM and there is NO entry fee. 
Featured is a parade (optional), tro-
phies, plaques, the famous 
“Chuckwagen” lunch, free raffle for 
participants and other activities for 
adults and children alike. For more 
information or an application, call 
Randy at 530-438-2376. 
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