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Events Coming Up . 

· CCM General Meet-
ing, April 7, 7:00 PM. 

· DQ Cruise-in, April 
12, 2:00 PM 

· CCM Board Meeting, 
April 21, 7:00 PM. 
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On The Inside 

�
Guest Speaker at April Meeting 
The April meeting will have a quest 
speaker from the Automobile Appraisal 
Association. Appraising the value of col-
lector cars will be the subject. If you want 
to get your Mopar appraised, bring it to 
the meeting and get a complete written 
appraisal for the special rate of $175.  
  
DQ Cruise-in 
A cruise-in to Dairy 
Queen is planned for 
Sunday, April 12 
from 2:00 pm to 5:00 
pm. The Dairy Queen is located on 4545 
Manzanita Ave. near Winding Way.  This 
will be the first official club outing for 
the year. Let’s make it a good showing. 
Contact Activities Coordinator Greg 
Kern at (916) 791-4718 for more infor-
mation.  
 
Western Festival Parade  
The Western Festival in Elk Grove will 
be Saturday, May 2nd. Participants  need 
to let Robin Cole know by the April gen-
eral meeting if participating in the parade 
and/or the BBQ. You can also e-mail 
Robin at Twofurys@comcast.net.  The 
parade is back to starting at it's old time 
of 10 AM which means cars will need to 
be in place at 8:30 AM.  The BBQ will be 
at Robin’s house at 12:30 as a potluck 
with the club providing the meat and 
drinks.  
 
ACCC Legislative Conference 
The ACCC conference is May 6, 7 & 8 at 
the California Automobile Museum. The 
car show will be on May 5 at the Capitol 
building. For more information go to the 
website WWW.ACCCDefender.com. 
Vice President Rex Barnes will have 
forms that MUST be completed and then 
given to John Leymaster at the April 

 

meeting so they can be sent to ACCC. 
Participants will need to give John a 
check for their share and once they at-
tend, their check will be returned to them.  
 
Maxwell Classic Car Show 
Fellow CCM member Randy Wilson is 
holding his 12th Annual Maxwell Classic 
Car Show on May 16, 2009 and is seek-
ing some nice Mopars. It is open to all 
year  model cars and trucks. The show 
will be held in Maxwell, CA from 11 AM 
to 3 PM and there is NO entry fee. Fea-
tured is a parade (optional), trophies, 
plaques, the famous “Chuckwagen” 
lunch, free raffle for participants and 
other activities for adults and children 
alike. For more information or an applica-
tion, call Randy at 530-438-2376. 
 
MOPAR Day In The Park 
The clubs annual car show is June 27. 
Work is underway by the club board 
members to assure another successful 
show.  Raffle prizes are needed for the 
show. If you have items you would like to 
donate or would like to contact busi-
nesses to donate items, let any of the 
board members know.   
 
Club Ambassador Needed 
The club staff position of Ambassador is 
open. If you would like to volunteer for 
this position or find out more about the 
duties, contact President Bob Berry. 
 
Towe Auto Museum Changes Name 
The Towe Auto Museum has changed it’s 
name to the California Automobile Mu-
seum (CAM). Edward Towe is no longer 
connected to the Museum. So there 
should be no more mispronouncing the 
name as the “Tow” Museum. (The Mu-
seum actually got a call from someone 
who thought the Museum was a tow ser-
vice and wanted a tow.) 
 

For the Chrysler Corp. and American Motors Corp. product enthusiast 



Board of Directors 
 

President:   Bob Berry  (916) 925-0336 rdrnrbobberry@yahoo.com 
Vice President:  Rex Barnes   (916) 729-4367 rbigred300@netzero.net 
Treasurer:   John Leymaster (916) 962-2655 johnnycruise@comcast.net 
Secretary:   Gary Leymaster (916) 685-3546 moparman@surewest.net  
Membership:  Don Orescanin (707) 438-0134 orescad@yahoo.com 
Editor:   Michael Hess  (916) 973-1854 m_hess@msn.com  
Webmaster:   Norman Benedict (916) 985-8523 webmaster@capitalcitymopars.com 
Car Show:   Open 
Activities:   Greg Kern  (916) 791-4718 gregoryckern@yahoo.com    
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next meeting 
Tuesday, April 7 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
California Automobile Museum, 

2200 Front Street, Sacramento, CA.� 

Staff Members 

 

Property Manager:  Norm Benedict 

Ambassador:   (Open) 

Competition Director:  Michael Moore 

Historian:   Norm Benedict 

Legislative Director:  Robin Cole 

Publicity:   Norm Benedict 

Sales:    Mike Allen 

Sunshine Coordinator:  JoAnn Keear 

Sgt. At Arms   Michael Dziedzic 

What we’re all about 

Capital City Mopars (CCM) provides a place to share 
your enthusiasm and knowledge about Mopars and en-
joy the company of other Mopar enthusiasts.  CCM 
membership is open to anyone interested in Chrysler 
Corporation or American Motors vehicles who are 
eighteen years or older and have a valid drivers license. 
Annual membership dues are $36 for regular members 
and an additional $6 per co-member. One co-member is 
allowed for each regular member.  The co-member must 
reside in the same household and be eighteen years or 
older.  All members and co-members are required to 
participate as worker/chairperson in at least one function 
per year, and it is desired that, in addition, work at the 
annual car show. 

���������
submissions 

Articles written by members are not only welcome, they are 
vigorously encouraged.  The only requirement on the content 
of the articles submitted to the ��������� is that  it be 
automotive or Mopar related. Articles can be submitted on 3.5 
inch diskette or CD (saved in “text” or MS Word format ), e-
mailed to the editor or typed on paper and mailed to the club 
post office box or presented to the editor.  



           
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
The Capital City Mopars is a proud member 
of  the Association of California Car Clubs 

and the California Automobile Museum.                                                                                           

I Love “A” Bodies - Part 2 
By Greg  Kern 

 
 I think I like the cars for the 
same reason that VW Beetle enthu-
siasts like the bug – because they 
grow on you.  The cheap interiors!  
Foot pump windshield squirters!  
These cars were never offered with 
power windows or power door 
locks.  They didn’t get cloth seats 
until 1974! 
 
 Last month I wrote about a 
few of the cars I’ve owned over the 
years.  I thought about a few others.  
The cheapest was a stripped out 74 
Dart Sport I bought in 1999 for $20.  
I prepped it and used it as a stunt car 
for rollover scenes in “Love, Sweat 
and Gears 2”.  The most expensive 
was a 1974 Duster I called “The 
Roach”.  I bought it in March of 07 
for $1,500 mainly because it had a 
318 and “3 at the knee!  I was so 
surprised to find a V-8 stick shift 
Duster, I overlooked the red flags.  
Crappy aftermarket sunroof, rusty 
and bondo filled left quarter, rusty 
floorboards, the most run down, 
cracked and torn interior I’ve seen 
and underhood wiring like spaghetti.  
Once I fixed everything and painted, 
it, it ran smooth but had zero power.  
After several days of troubleshoot-

ing I found that a previous owner 
put a new timing chain on wrong.  
It was advanced by 3 teeth!  How 
the car ran over 24 degrees past 
“dot to dot” is a mystery to me.  
Once I set it right, the car per-
formed great.  Wacky. 
 
 I paid $87 for the rod 
knocking slant six 73 Dart I wrote 
about last month.  I spent another 
$100 for a replacement engine from 
Pick-N-Pull.  My Brother-in-Law 
gave me the only 4 door Dart I’ve 
had.  I used it in LSG 2.  The best 
deal I’ve scored was for 2 Dusters I 
got last year in trade for installing 
125 feed of fence for a friend. 
 
 The 1973 Duster used in 
my home video moving was bought 
in 1996 for $250.  The 318 ran great 
but the 904 only had first and sec-
ond.  Reverse slipped like bald tires 
in mud.  Back then when I needed a 
part, the wrecking yards were chock 
full of Dusters, Darts and Valiants.  
I recall counting 11 at Sunrise Pick-
N-Pull in the summer of 1998.  Ten 
years later it’s a different story.  I’d 
have better luck finding a one 
legged dog than seeing 11 A-Bodies 
in one spot.  I read that Plymouth 
built over 800,000 Dusters in the 

70-76 run.  Add that to the Darts, De-
mons, Scamps and Valiants from 63-
76 and the total production has to be 
in upwards of 2 ½ million cars.  
That’s only counting American cars.  
Have you ever heard of the Mexico 
Super Bee?  In 2005 at the LA Spring 
Fling I finally saw one.  It was identi-
cal to a 71 Dodge Dart Demon, but 
with a few extras:  318 with 3 speed 
manual, black hood and tail panel, 
hood mounted tach and “Super Bee’ 
emblems in and out.  I always 
thought that “Super Bee’ referred to 
the “B-Body” platform, but who 
knows.  This car had no radio and 
was also “heater delete”!  Two delete 
plates?  Pretty weird stuff. 
Editors note: If you have a story to tell 
about the Mopars you have owned, send 
them in. If you are not comfortable writing a 
story, Greg Kern will be happy to work with 
you in collaborating a story.    
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CCM Products for Sale 

 Car Show Dash Plaques $1.00 

 Club Logo Patches  $3.00 

 CCM Hats   $15.00 

 CCM Decals   $1.00 

 CCM Cups (Members)  $4.00 

                   (Non-Members) $5.00 

 CCM Pins (Members)  $3.00  
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Note: Free car club member compli-
mentary passes to the California 
Automobile Museum can be ob-
tained from President Bob Berry or 
Treasurer John Leymaster. Passes 
can also be mailed with your news-
letter when requested. 

Formerly the Towe Auto Museum 



WPC Club  
National Meet 
The 2009 WPC Club 
National Meet will 
be held in Sacra-
mento. CCM mem-
ber, Cliff Fales and 
others are working hard to celebrate 
the club’s 40th anniversary in 
Northern California where it all 
started in 1969.  The meet will be 
held July 21-25, 2009. If any CCM 
club member is interested in helping 
with the National Meet, contact Cliff 
Fales at 916-635-1126 or send e-
mail to valiant60@sbcglobal.net. 
More information about the WPC 
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April 2009 
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� � � �� �� �� � Car Cruise, 
American Icons, 
Sunrise Blvd. 
Noon-2pm, 916-
638-1603 

�� �� �  
CCM General 
Meeting, 7 pm�

	� 
� ��� ���

����
Dairy Queen 
Cruise-in, 2 pm 

��� ��� ��  Kool April 
Nites, Redding, 
CA, 530-226-
0844 

�� Kool April 
Nites, Redding, 
CA, 530-226-
0844 

�� Kool April 
Nites, Redding, 
CA, 530-226-
0844 

�	 Kool April 
Nites, Redding, 
CA, 530-226-
0844 

�
 Kool April 
Nites, Redding, 
CA, 530-226-
0844 

��� ��  
CCM Board 
Meeting, 7 pm 

��� ��� ��� �� Springfest Car 
Show, Sunrise Mall, 
8am-2;30pm, 530-622-
6608 
Downtown Car Show, 
Grass Valley, 10am-
3pm, 530-272-8315 

�� Pacific Coast 
Dream Machines, 
Half Moon Bay 
Airport, 10am-4pm, 
650-726-2328 
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also require that funds generated 
through the additional inspection fees 
be deposited into an account which 
can be used to scrap older cars.  You 
may recall that in 2004 a new law 
was enacted in California to require 
the lifetime testing of all 1976 and 
newer model-year vehicles.  Pre-1976 
motor vehicles would remain exempt 
under A.B. 859.  The bill has been 
referred to the Assembly Transporta-
tion Committee. 
 
We Urge You to Contact Assembly-
man Jones and Members of the As-
sembly Transportation Committee 

(Continued on page 5) 

 

Club and the National Meet can be 
f o u n d  a t  t h e  w e b s i t e , 
www.chryslerclub.org.   
 
California Reintroduces Bill to 
Require ANNUAL Emissions 
Tests for Vehicles 15-Years 
Old and Older 
 from March SEMA Action Network  
 Here we go again!  Legislation 
(A.B. 859) has been reintroduced in 
the California Assembly by Assem-
b l y m a n  D a v e  J o n e s 
(Assemblymember.jones@assembly
.ca.gov) to  require annual Smog 
check inspections for vehicles 15-
years old and older.  The bill would 



Email: Assemblymem-
ber.Buchanan@assembly.ca.gov 
 
Assemblymember Connie Conway 
Phone: 916/319-2034 
Email: Assemblymem-
ber.Conway@assembly.ca.gov 
 
Assemblymember Warren Furutani 
Phone: 916/319-2055 
Email: Assemblymem-
ber.Furutani@assembly.ca.gov 
 
Assemblymember Cathleen Galgiani 
Phone: 916/319-2017 
Email: Assemblymem-
ber.Galgiani@assembly.ca.gov 
 
Assemblymember Martin Garrick 
Phone: 916/319-2074 
Email: Assemblymem-
ber.Garrick@assembly.ca.gov 
 
Assemblymember Bonnie Lowenthal 
Phone: 916/319-2054 
Email: Assemblymem-
ber.Lowenthal@assembly.ca.gov 
 
Assemblymember Jeff Miller 
Phone: 916/319-2071 
Email: Assemblymem-
ber.Miller@assembly.ca.gov 
 
Assemblymember Roger Niello 
Phone: 916/319-2005 
Email: Assemblymem-
ber.niello@assembly.ca.gov 
 
Assemblymember John Perez 
Phone: 916/319-2046 
Email: Assemblymem-
ber.John.Perez@assembly.ca.gov 
 
Assemblymember Jose Solorio 
Phone: 916/319-2069 
Email: Assemblymem-
ber.solorio@assembly.ca.gov 
 
Assemblymember Tom Torlakson 
Phone: 916/319-2011 
Email: Assemblymem-
ber.Torlakson@assembly.ca.gov 
 

February General Meeting Pictures 

The Hurst Wheel 
If you seen Gary Leymaster’s 1965 Sport 
Fury, you will notice some extremely  
rare wheels shod on his Mopar.  They 
were made by the Hurst Corporation. If 
you could find a set to buy today, they 
probably would cost as much as buying a 
new car. Here is some info on those 
wheels. 
Popular wheels on the street in 1964-
65 used the all-out drag look. Deep 
reversed rims, and simulated, -
sometimes real "mag" wheels were in 

(Continued on page 6) 
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(List Below) Immediately to Oppose 
A.B. 859 
 
A.B. 859 ignores the minimal impact 
vintage cars have on air quality. 
 
A.B. 859 could entice vintage car 
owners into allowing these vehicles 
to be scrapped. 
 
A.B. 859 ignores the fact that vehi-
cles 15-years old and older still con-
stitute a small portion of the overall 
vehicle population and are a poor 
source from which to look for emis-
sions reduction. 
 
A.B. 859 ignores the fact that classic 
vehicles are overwhelmingly well-
maintained and infrequently driven.   
 
A.B. 859 would increase costs by 
creating an annual inspection fee for 
owners of these vehicles.   
 
A.B. 859 represents another attempt 
by California legislators and regula-
tors to scapegoat older cars.  
Please contact members of the Cali-
fornia Assembly Transportation 
Committee immediately by phone, 
fax or e-mail to request their opposi-
tion to A.B. 859.     
 
Assembly Transportation Committee 
 
Assemblymember Mike Eng – Chair 
Phone: 916/319-2049 
Email: Assemblymem-
ber.Eng@asm.ca.gov 
 
Assemblymember Kevin Jeffries 
Phone: 916/319-2066 
Email: Assemblymem-
ber.Jeffries@assembly.ca.gov 
 
Assemblymember Bob Blumenfield 
Phone: 916/319-2040 
Email: Assemblymem-
ber.Blumenfield@assembly.ca.gov 
 
Assemblymember Joan Buchanan 
Phone: 916/319-2015 

(Continued from page 4) 

Bruce Brown from DMV talks about auto  
registration while the CCM board looks on 

CCM membership listens to a point made 
by Tom Ortiz 

Greg Kern talks A-body with Jake Rosen 



For Sale 
Send in your ads or wants  
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style. Unfortunately, the street appli-
cations brought into play cornering 
forces and abrasions that weren't en-
countered on the strip, and damage 
and accidents often followed. George 
Hurst tackled this problem on January 
5, 1965 when he introduced a line of 
Forged Aluminum Wheels. Radical 
for their time, and handsome, they are 
well remembered today. Ironically, 
they were not a major success. Cost 
was undoubtedly a factor. Quality and 
durability never come cheap. The 

(Continued from page 5) Hurst wheel used a spider billed as 
"the safest ever made." It was 
forged, rather than cast, at the time 
an industry exclusive. Following 
the precision forging a final 
"coining" operation insured perfect 
grain flow in the special heat-
treated aluminum alloy , the same 
material used in jet aircraft wheels 
and landing gear. Each wheel fea-
tured a stabilizer plate as thick as 
the rim itself, welded to the rim. It 
overlapped the inside spokes of the 
spider. This literally made a steel 

Discount with your CCM membership card 
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and aluminum sandwich, with the 
double strength also provided by riv-
eting and welding the pieces to-
gether. The wheels were leak-proof, 
but were still carefully individually 
tested. All aluminum components 
were chemically treated to preserve 
factory luster with a baked on coat of 
"HINAC". All of the wheels were 
serial numbered, a Hurst exclusive in 
1965. Hurst registered the numbers 
for owners, as an additional theft 
deterrent. High-style beauty rings 

(Continued on page 8) 
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10% Discount with your CCM membership card 

Wholesale prices with your CCM membership card 

CCM Members! 
Got a business? 

Provide a business card and it will be 
printed in the pages of ������	
� free!  

11366 Amalgam Way, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 
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gave a clean look to the rims. They 
covered the rim lip, and hid un-
sightly wheel weights and tire 
changing chips and mars. Anti-theft 
springs clipped the rings in place, 
they could only be removed with 

the wheel off the car. The trip ring 
over the rim principle was a good 
one, and was eventually adopted by 
almost every automaker in the 

(Continued from page 6) world during the 70's. A choice of 
three center caps, all bearing the Hurst 
"H", were offered. A flat cap was 
standard with a bullet cap and a three-
prong knock-off style being optional. 
All were removable only after the 
wheel itself was taken from the car. 
Hurst offered their strong wheels only 
in a 14" rim, with five or six inch 
width options. In most cases the 
wheels were compatible with wheel 
wells, brakes and such. The wheels 
were certified for NHRA competition 
after director Wally Parks witnessed 
some of the extensive tests Hurst sub-
jected the wheels to. Hurst wheels 
carried an unconditional guarantee 
against failure. 
From The Hurst Heritage, by Robert C. 
Lichty and Terry V. Boyce 
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