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Events Coming Up . 

· CCM General Meet-
ing, August 5, 7:00 
PM. 

· CCM Board Meeting, 
August 19, 7:00 PM. 

· CCM BBQ/Show & 
Shine, Sept. 7, 10:00 
AM 
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On The Inside 
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The Off ic ial  Newslet ter  of  the Capital  Ci ty Mopars 

Sacramento, Cal i fornia 

CCM Club BBQ/
Show & Shine  
The clubs annual 
BBQ and Show & 
Shine is planned 
for Sunday,  Sep-
tember 7 at Carmi-
chael Park.  The 

fun begins at 10:00am. The club will pro-
vide the eats so bring your car, a chair 
and your appetite for a relaxed day at the 
park. Carmichael Park is located at 5750 
Grant Avenue at the corner of Fair Oaks 
Blvd in Carmichael. Contact Mike Hess 
for more information at 973-1854 or 
m_hess@msn.com. 
 

CAR CLUB CAVALCADE AT THE 
TOWE AUTO MUSEUM 

Welcome one.  Welcome all. It’s time 
again for the Towe Museum Cavalcade of 
Cars, which will be held during the 
month of September.   
 
Check in Date: 09/06/2008 
Check out Date: 10/04/2008 
 
This year’s theme is “ALL PERFORM-
ANCE AND NO BRAKES” showing the 
muscle, power, and non-stop fun of our 
club. 
 

 

We are looking for FIVE (5) performance 
Mopars in the wild and wacky colours we 
have come to know and love. 
 
Each vehicle will be on display at the 
Towe Museum for the entire month, al-
lowing car enthusiasts from around the 
world to ogle and drool over these fine 
motorcars (or is it moparcars). 
 
For more information, please phone Tom 
Ortiz at (916) 424-1963 or e-mail at Tom-
Chrysler@aol.com (no spam or for-
warded email please.) 
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The Towe Auto Museum has been hold-
ing a monthly Drive-in Cruise Night in 
the parking lot of the Museum. Each 
month has shown an increase in participa-
tion by classic car owners as the word 
gets out about this event. The last Drive-
in Cruise Night will be on September 20. 
It will be held in conjunction with the 
Museum’s annual Sock Hop and Ice 
Cream Social which was started last year. 
The Museum is looking to member car 
clubs to help with the Drive-in Cruises. 
Because the month of September will 
feature CCM in the Car Club Cavalcade, 

(Continued on page 3) 

For the Chrysler Corp. and American Motors Corp. product enthusiast 

 



Board of Directors 
 

President:   Bob Berry  (916) 925-0336 rdrnrbobberry@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President:  Tom Fanciullo  (916) 965-7017  v10tdi@earthlink.net 
Treasurer:   John Leymaster (916) 962-2655 johnnycruise@comcast.net 
Secretary:   Gary Leymaster (916) 685-3546 moparman@surewest.net  
Membership:  Joe Ortiz  (916) 444-8410 joebzero@gmail.com 
Editor:   Michael Hess  (916) 973-1854 m_hess@msn.com  
Webmaster:   Norman Benedict (916) 985-8523 webmaster@capitalcitymopars.com 
Car Show:   Open 
Activities:   Greg Kern  (916) 791-4718 gregoryckern@yahoo.com    
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next meeting 
Tuesday, August 5 at 7:00 p.m. at the 

Elks Lodge, 11440 Elks Circle off 
Sunrise Blvd in Rancho Cordova.� 

Staff Members 

 

Property Manager:  Norm Benedict 

Ambassador:   Bob Leat 

Competition Director:  Michael Moore 

Historian:   Norm Benedict 

Legislative Director:  Robin Cole 

Publicity:   Norm Benedict 

Sales:    Mike Allen 

Sunshine Coordinator:  JoAnn Keear 

Sgt. At Arms   Michael Dziedzic 

What we’re all about 

Capital City Mopars (CCM) provides a place to share 
your enthusiasm and knowledge about Mopars, and en-
joy the company of other Mopar enthusiasts.  CCM 
membership is open to anyone interested in Chrysler 
Corporation or American Motors vehicles who are 
eighteen years or older and have a valid drivers license. 
Annual membership dues are $36 for regular members 
and an additional $6 per co-member. One co-member is 
allowed for each regular member.  The co-member must 
reside in the same household and be eighteen years or 
older.  All members and co-members are required to 
participate as worker/chairperson in at least one function 
per year, and it is desired that, in addition, work at the 
annual car show. 

���������
submissions 

Articles written by members are not only welcome, they are 
vigorously encouraged.  The only requirement on the content 
of the articles submitted to the ��������� is that  it be 
automotive or Mopar related. Articles can be submitted on 3.5 
inch diskette or CD (saved in “text” or MS Word format ), e-
mailed to the editor or typed on paper and mailed to the club 
post office box or presented to the editor.  



           
 
 

 
 

 
 The Capital City Mopars is a proud member of  
the Association of California Car Clubs and the 

Towe Auto Museum.                                                                                                               

it seems only fitting that the club 
help with the event in September. 
Help will be needed in setting up 
and taking down chairs and most 
importantly, directing parking. The 
Cruise-in begins at 6 pm. The movie 
to be featured is American Graffiti 
and it will start at dusk.  CCM mem-
bers interested in helping should 
contact Mike Hess at 916-973-1854 
or e-mail him at m_hess@msn.com. 
There will also be a sign-up sheet at 
the general meeting. If not interested 
in helping, still come to the Drive-in 
and/or the Sock Hop (there is an 
admission of $25 per person for the 
Sock Hop as this event is a funds 
raiser for the Museum). A big turn 
out of  Mopars would be neat to see.  
So mark your calendar for Septem-
ber 20. See flyer in the Sept. issue.  

(Continued from page 1) 

When The NHRA’s Wally 
Parks Invaded NASCAR  
“Suddenly:” The worlds 

 fastest Plymouth 
From Mopar Magazine 

Wally Parks' 1957 Plymouth was 
customized, but not with a 'K:' The 
two pieces of sheet metal that cov-
ered the car's headlights weren't 
there to look Kustom"cool, but to 
make the car go fast. The scene was 
NASCAR's Daytona speed trials in 
February 1957 on the beach north 

of that Florida city. Parks was wait-
ing in line to run the Plymouth for the 
Experimental class trophy. The Day-
tona Speedway was only a gleam in 
Bill France's eye then, so all the ac-
tion was on improvised tracks that 
incorporated not only the beach but 
also a two-lane blacktop stretch of 
Florida highway AlA. 
 
Parks was still editor of Hot Rod 
magazine in 1957. The NHRA was 
not yet a full-time job for him, but it 
would be soon. Nevertheless, he was 
a go fast guy, and when he heard that 
NASCAA had a new production-car 
~experimental" class for the upcom-
ing Daytona Beach speed trials, he 
and Hot Rod magazine tech editor 
Ray Brock went to work. They had 
only two weeks to build the car in 
time to hit the road for Florida. 
 
Parks, writing for National DRAG-
STER’s March 16, 2007 issue said, 
'We contacted our good friends at 
Plymouth in Detroit and gained their 
approval for a 'loaner’, a '57 Ply-
mouth Savoy two-door coupe that we 
drove right off the production line at 

(Continued on page 4) 
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CCM Products for Sale 

 Car Show Dash Plaques $1.00 

 Club Logo Patches  $3.00 

 CCM Hats   $15.00 

 CCM Decals   $1.00 

 CCM Cups (Members)  $4.00 

                   (Non-Members) $5.00 

 CCM Pins (Members)  $3.00  
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Chrysler's old East Los Angeles as-
sembly plant." Parks selected a light 
yellow color that he thought would 
look good in photographs. 
 
Because time was so short, Brock 
borrowed a Hilborn-injected Chrys-
ler HEMI that had been built for a 
dragster. Bob Hedman built a set of 
headers and Brock prevailed on 
Firestone for racing tires. Car modi-
fications were minimal, but signifi-
cant. The radiator was removed and 
the grille was blocked off to im-
prove aerodynamics. Engine cooling 
was handled bv a ten-gallon water 
tank mounted in the trunk. This was 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Reno Swap 
Meet, Arco Arena�

�� �  
CCM General 
Meeting, 7 pm�

�� �� 	 Cruise Night, 
Lincoln Way, Au-
burn, 5-9pm, 530-
887-1604 


�

��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �� Graffitti 
Night, Red Robin 
Restaurant, Fol-
som 

�� St. Mary’s 
Parish Car Show, 
58th & M streets 
10 am-4pm 

�	� �
  
CCM Board 
Meeting, 7 pm 

��� ��� ��� �� Western 
States ET Champi-
onships, Sac Race-
way 

�� Florin Fat 
Fenders Poker 
Run/BBQ, 7900 
Florin Rd 
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August 16 
Beach Blanket Bingo 

September 20 
American Graffiti 

The Towe Museum presents Saturday Drive-In Cruise N ights  

Free Movie  

begins at 

dusk 

Museum will be open until 9 PM 

Refreshments available 
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a trick racers learned on the Califor-
nia dry lakes and at Bonneville. The 
engine would not run long enough on 
a high-speed pass to heat the water 
enough to need a radiator. The crude 
headlight covers completed the aero 
work. The rear seat was removed and 
a roll bar was installed. The Ply-
mouth was now a race car. 
 
Parks entered the car for the trials as 
the "Hot Rod Magazine Special" and 
he chose the number 1960 in honor 
of Plymouth's 1957 sales slogan, 
'Suddenly it's 1960." That's the gene-
sis of the car's name; 'Suddenly." 
 
At Daytona, Suddenly was up 
against some stiff competition, ac-
cording to Wally's magazine story, 
Competitors included Zora Arkus-
Duntov with a couple of special Cor-
vettes, and a big team from Ford. 
The Dearborn crew included two 
special streamlined T-Birds with 
Lincoln engines and special Fords 
and Mercurys with factory-modified 
engines; all driven by famous racers. 
 
As Parks lined up for his run he was 
warned by those who had gone be-
fore that the beach was treacherously 
rough. His friend, Art Chrisman, 
who was on the Ford/Mercury team 
advised him to steer clear of a dip 
halfway through the course. Parks 
took off with a push start from Brock 
and headed down the course, He said 
that he "feathered it a bit" on the first 
leg of the required two-way run and 
recorded a speed of 153.453 mph, at 
that point the fastest run. Then he 
waited in line again for the return 
run. 
 
He floored it on the way back. "No 
ride has ever felt so good, before or 
since!" he wrote. His return leg 
speed was 166.898 mph for a two-
way average of 160.175 mph, by far 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

 

Need to clean out your garage?  The Towe 
Auto Museum has been offered the  

opportunity to sell any cars, car parts or 
automobilia that collectors may wish to  

donate. Donations may be dropped off at 
Arco Arena on Saturday, August 2 or at the 

gate on Sunday, August 3.  You’ll have a 
cleaner garage, a tax deduction, and the 

Museum will raise some dough. 



For Sale 
 

Wanted: Utility trailer, 4 X 6, or so. Contact Joe at 444-8410 or joebzero@gmail.com 
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the fastest time of the day. 
Parks reported the results as follows: 
"The list of Experimental-class top 
speed averages featured familiar 
names in the hot rod fraternity, in-
cluding our '57 Plymouth's 160.175 
mph; Art Chrisman, '57 Mercury 
streamliner, 154.176 mph; Fran Her-
nandez, '57 Ford, 142.800 mph; 
Chuck Daigh, modified T-Bird, 152 
mph; Vern Houle, "57 Mercury, 
146.759 mph; and Karol Miller, '56 
Ford, 146.759." 
 
Parks and Brock had 'blown away the 
factories' best efforts,' as he put it. 
Later, Brock took the car to Bonne-
ville and with another HEMI engine, 

(Continued from page 5) this one borrowed from California 
speed equipment manufacturer 
Dean Moon. With a bit of nitro in 
the tank, he went l83 mph. Sud-
denly was a real hot rod, and it 
provided Wally Parks another op-
portunity to make his mark on the 
sport of speed-. 
 
A recreation of Suddenly, com-
plete with its HEMI engine, sits in 
the Wally Parks NHRA Mo-
torsports Museum in Pomona, 
Calif. The car and Wallv made an 
appearance at the Walter P. Chrys-
ler Museum in Auburn Hills, Mich. 
for the 50th anniversary of the 
HEMI engine in 2001. 

CCM Members! 
Got a business? 

Provide a business card and it will be 
printed in the pages of ��������� free!  
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Ads will run for one issue only. Please no-
tify the editor no later than the 15th of the 
month if you would like to re-run the ad, or 
to place a new ad.  The editor reserves the 
right to edit ads as needed. Place your ad 
today! Call the editor at (916) 973-1854. 

Newsletter Prices 

Non-member, $5/mo. Per 30 word ad 
(wanted ads are free) Mopar or AMC prod-

ucts only. 
Member ads are always free.  
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10% Discount with your CCM membership card 

Wholesale prices with your CCM membership card 

Discount with your CCM membership card 

Welcome New Members: 
Raymond Curtis  

Robert & Leslie Solozoro 


